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Dr. Bibeka Nanda Saikia
Dean, Faculty of Veterinary Science
Assam Agricultural University, Khanapara
Ph.: 9864078549
e-mail: dean_vety@aau.ac.in

MESSAGE

I am very much happy to know that the Section VETCOL of College of Veterinary
Science Students’ Union is publishing the inaugural edition of “Odyssey” an E-magazine
crafted by the talented students of the College. True to its name, “Odyssey” represents a
journey- a journey of creativity, innovation and expressions. In the era of digitalization, our
students have taken an appropriate step by publishing the E-magazine. This E-magazine
stands as a testament to the dedication, enthusiasm and collaborative spirit of our young
talents. | appreciate the efforts of the Editors.

In a World driven by technology and information, the launch of the E-magazine
“Odyssey”, first of its kind, marks a significant milestone empowering the students’ to voice
their thoughts, ideas, talents and dreams through a digital medium. Each page of this E-
magazine will definitely reflects our students’ talent and hard work which will carry a
positive vibe to the society at large.

| would like to congratulate the entire editorial team and all the contributors for their
commendable effort. | am confident that this is the beautiful beginning of a wonderful
journey and wish that the “Odyssey” will serve as source of inspiration, creativity learning

for all of its followers

| wish you all a great success.
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Dr.Raj Jyoti Deka

Assistant Professor
Department: Livestock Production & Management
Office Email: rajjyoti.dekalat]laau.ac.in
Ph.- 8011728008

MESSAGE

| am extremely delighted that the College of Veterinary Science
Students’ Union under the Section of Editor, VETCOL has taken the initiative
to publish an E-magazine “The Odyssey” to showcasing the achievements,
talents and creativity of the Students’ community.

This is the era of transformation in every dimensions of our life and
the digital platform is became the essential tool for sustainable
communication among us. The E-magazine “The Odyssey” will definitely
provide a strong platform to our students community to share their thoughts
and talent. It will also work as the repository of all the publications of
students’ community digitally.

| must congratulate entire editorial team for their hard work in
publishing the E-magazine which first of its kind in the history of the
College.

(Raj Jyoti Deka)
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THE LOVE OF WEARY SWANS
Rashni Basumatary
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BUDDING VET
Jubair Hussain

YOU ARE MISSED
Mirza Sharmin Prodhani

Unknown Upcoming
Jojum Siram
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1 he night disappears until morning,
You and I are two fugitives,
Running away from onrselves.

1 hear rustle steps,

A gentle whisper not withstanding.

Swans cannot live apart, wait don’t rush.

Let me follow your steps and there’s no turning
back.

My days lack soul, it’s so diffecult
Please visit my dreams, take me with you
Don’t search for another, my guest 15 a
dream.

Know that lovers have two wings,

1 hey are ringing bells in the sky.

Love breaks hearts!

The pain grows stronger in separation,
Envelop my love with your warmth-the love

of weary swans.

- Rashni Basumatary
2023 -V K-75
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Budding Vet

In the place where animals roam, &
we help them feel at home. “‘~_xat'mg-, &
With careful hands and loving care, ;"‘7 all ¥
) . . . F-plact

we ease their pain, their worries share. iﬁ é’,g C{z
. A . i1 01g-¢

We listen to their silent cries, \me ez
and wipe away their tearful eyes. hich I
With every touch, a bond we make, B 5{)6!'““
A promise kept for their sake. {ens
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The shadows are dying

1e The mirrors are lying;

1S :ﬂ;__ The curtain no more swings
AR The doorbell no more rings

ue | The bike no more honks.

10] 4 Everything that reminded me of you,

Is no more;

Because you are no maore.

-Mirza Sharmin Prodhani
2024-VK-117
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Waking up every morning

With a terrific urde to lay

on the bed all day.

Thinking about the days that

I have no notion about,
Pondering...about later

Where I will be ruing about the
decisions I'm making today!

And with the unwanted urge of mine
The cycle repeats every midnight.
With the deem thoughts popping up in
my mind....

..Is there more to this than forever now
Will the time wait for me to slow down?
But it says that time is waiting along

for once who washes off the stain.

Jojum Siram
24-VK-124
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Translation

BAD HABITS

‘\ A rich man was very sorry to see his child's bad habits. A wise adviser was

appointed for the matter. The old man took the boy with him for a walk. He

- \\‘\‘ : ; showed the boy some small plants on the forest path and asked him to pick

them. The kid pulled it off very easily.

Can you go a little further and show off the plants that have grown a little?
He said. Soon, he excitedly showed it to Pee. Going further, can you sprout
abush? he asked. With a little effort, he managed to grow it too.

He pointed to a bigger tree and asked if he could pluck it.

He said, "It's not because of me. Have you seen? We can't grow when our
habits are rooted like this. We should give up bad habits when we are still
young. We should cultivate and cultivate good habits.

Moral: Bad habits are hard to break. They should be left at the beginning.

GOVARDHINI SADULA
2024_VK_27
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A Call for Compassion and Action .

Dr. Ankita Gogoi

Will Rogers once said, “Personally, I have always felt that the best doctor in the
world is the Veterinarian. He can't ask his patients what is the matter, he's just got to
know.”

This sentiment resonates deeply with every veterinarian, reflecting the unique
challenges and profound responsibility of their work. While many people assume that a
veterinarian's role is limited to treating pets or managing livestock, this view misses the
broader scope of the profession. Beyond medical care, veterinarians are vital to
numerous areas that impact both animal and human health. They act as first
responders during outbreaks of zoonotic diseases, ensure food safety and public health,
and contribute to vaccine development. Additionally, the armed forces depend on
veterinarians to care for military working animals such as dogs and horses. As a
veterinarian, I take immense pride in being part of this noble profession. Yet, an often-
overlooked aspect of veterinary work is the promotion of compassion and the
safeguarding of lives through the advocacy of animal welfare and wellbeing, which
fosters ethical coexistence. Animal welfare and wellbeing are integral to ensuring the
humane and ethical treatment of animals. These concepts emphasize the physical and
mental health of animals, striving to balance their needs with the demands of their

environment.

Animal welfare refers to the state of an animal and its ability to cope with the
conditions in which it lives. Good welfare is characterized by health, comfort,
proper nourishment, safety, the ability to express natural behaviours, and
freedom from pain, fear, or distress. The "Five Freedoms" framework
provides a guideline for achieving this, focusing on freedom from hunger and
thirst, discomfort, pain, injury or disease, fear and distress, and the freedom
to express normal behaviour. Beyond welfare, the term animal wellbeing
takes a more holistic approach, addressing both physical health and
psychological state. It emphasizes not just the absence of suffering but also
the promotion of positive experiences like joy, companionship, and the
fulfilment of natural instincts. The importance of animal welfare is rooted in
ethical considerations, legal obligations, economic impacts, and
environmental balance. However, numerous challenges hinder its promotion.
Industrial farming often prioritizes profit over welfare,resulting in stressful
and cramped living conditions for animals. Wildlife exploitation, including
poaching, habitat destruction, and illegal trade, also severely impacts
welfare. Cultural practices, traditions, and a general lack of awareness
further exacerbate the issue.



This brings us to the vital role of veterinarians, who are uniquely positioned as stakeholders with
the expertise and skills necessary for animal welfare and wellbeing. According to the World
Organisation for Animal Health, the responsibilities of veterinarians extend beyond clinical
practice. They advocate for pet and livestock owners, raise public awareness about animal
welfare, promote ethics in animal research, contribute to drafting welfare laws, and collaborate
with organizations dedicated to animal rights. Animal wellbeing and welfare focus on the humane
and ethical treatment of animals, emphasizing both their physical and mental health. Achieving
this balance requires understanding and addressing the needs of animals within their
environments. By fostering compassion and prioritizing animal welfare, veterinarians contribute
to a more humane and ethically conscious society. We occupy a central role in the triadic
relationship between animals, their owners, and society. This role, however, varies across regions
and must be guided by scientific, objective, independent, and impartial practices. We play a
critical role in promoting animal welfare as advocates, educators, and mediators. Veterinarians
must educate pet and livestock owners on proper care and welfare standards and address
unethical practices in farms, clinics, and fieldwork. In cases of human-animal conflict,
veterinarians act as compassionate mediators to resolve issues equitably. They also contribute
significantly to research ethics by implementing the principles of Replacement, Reduction, and
Refinement (3Rs) in animal experimentation. Institutional Animal Ethics Committees now actively
monitor research practices, reflecting a positive step forward. Furthermore, veterinarians play

a pivotal role in drafting and enforcing animal welfare legislation, ensuring policies are

grounded in scientific understanding and ethical considerations.

The promotion of animal welfare requires collective efforts across multiple fronts.
Stronger legislation and enforcement are crucial, alongside public education and awareness
campaigns about humane treatment and responsible ownership. Supporting ethical
consumption by choosing products and companies that prioritize humane practices is another
vital step. Research and innovation can offer alternatives to animal testing and improve care
practices. Community engagement is essential, involving local populations in conservation
and welfare initiatives. By integrating welfare principles into practices, education, and

policies, society can create a compassionate and ethical environment that values all living
beings. Through their unique skills and expertise, veterinarians are well-equipped to lead

these efforts, fostering a future of ethical coexistence and improved animal wellbeing.



Despite the profession’s commitment to animal welfare through advancements in
husbandry, hygiene, preventive medicine, and treatment, there remains a gap in
addressing how animals feel. Veterinary engagement in animal welfare must encompass

a wide range of activities, including:

Daily Veterinary Practices: Veterinarians are professionally obligated to demonstrate care
and compassion in their routine interactions with animals. This includes providing
appropriate medical care, preventing disease, implementing effective management protocols,

and ensuring qualified staff handle animals with minimal stress and maximum empathy.

Advocacy to Animal Owners: Veterinarians are uniquely equipped with scientific and medical
training, as well as statutory accountability, to ensure welfare standards are met. They
educate animal owners, managers, and communities on best practices in animal management

and motivate them to improve welfare practices.

Education and Public Awareness: Veterinarians serve as a primary source of science-based
expertise on animal welfare for the general public. As urban populations grow increasingly
distanced from basic animal husbandry practices, veterinarians must step in to educate people

on responsible pet ownership and the humane treatment of animals.

Animal Welfare Research: Animal welfare is a multidisciplinary field involving veterinary
science, ethics, religion, politics, and economics. Further research is essential to uncover best
practices for improving welfare. Veterinarians, with their training and accountability, are

well-suited to lead or collaberate omsuch studies.

Drafting Animal Welfare Legislation: \leterinarians and their associations should play an
active role in developing and implementing welfare laws and programs. Their expertise
ensures these measures are effective, meeting societal needs while prioritizing the wellbeing

of animals.

Collaboration with Interested Parties: Veterinarians must cooperate with diverse
stakeholders—including legislators, industry leaders, animal welfare organizations, and
consumers—to promote animal welfare. Many programs and initiatives at national and

international levels depend on veterinarians' input to achieve their goals.



The veterinary profession is uniquely prepared and obligated to leverage its expertise
for the benefit of animals, their owners, and society. By educating the public,
influencing legislation, and fostering collaboration, veterinarians have the potential to
significantly advance animal welfare. Veterinarians must continue to adapt to evolving
societal expectations and ensure they are adequately trained in animal welfare to meet
these demands. By doing so, they uphold the profession's responsibility to safeguard
the lives and wellbeing of all animals, paving the way for ethical coexistence. Animal
wellbeing and welfare are essential for fostering a harmonious relationship between
humans and animals. By embracing practices that respect the inherent rights and
needs of animals, we pave the way for a more ethical and sustainable future. As a
writer, my aim is simple yet profound; if I can inspire even one young reader to
embrace the importance of animal wellbeing and happiness, I will feel I have

succeeded in illuminating the lives of those living creatures who endure in silence,

waiting for the world to recognize their worth and dignity.
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